
  
A P P L I C A T I O N   S T U D Y   G U I D E 

 
Matthew 3:1-17               Date January 24, 2021 

______________________________________________________________________ 
Upcoming Events: register for each at: anthemhayden.com/events 

Child Dedication Sunday - January 31st 
Connect Class - February 21st after church. Meal and childcare provided 

______________________________________________________________________________
Questions Home Groups  
 

Relational 
What rule did you break most regularly as a child? How did your parents respond?  
How would you define repentance? 
 

Historical Background 
Have someone read: Luke 1:5-25 
- What do we discover about John’s parents from verses 5-8? 
- What took place when Zechariah was chosen to perform service in the temple? 
- How does the old priest react to being in the presence of the angel? See verse 12. 
- What was the message given to Zechariah? Include the description given in verses 13-17. 
- What reason does Zechariah give for doubting the angel’s message? Vs. 18. 
- According to verse 20, what were the consequences of Zechariah’s doubt? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Just as the angel had promised, the older couple conceived and John was born. He grew and 
became great before the Lord. Both mother and father had descended from priestly lineage, 
however John’s service was not in the temple. Instead, the Holy Spirit led John out to the 
wilderness where he was given a unique message to preach. It was there he was used by God 
to turn many of the children of Israel back to their Lord.  
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Transformational 
Have someone read: Matthew 3:1-12 
- In Chapter 2, we find the record of Joseph and Mary taking the newly born king to Egypt and 
then onto Nazareth. Now in Chapter 3, John and Jesus are grown men. How many years may 
have lapsed between Chapters 2-3? 
- From Matthew 3:1-6, how would you describe John and his message? 
- How did people respond to John’s message? 
- It’s obvious John was not a people-pleaser. What message did he have for the religious 
leaders? See verses 7-10. 



- A stern warning is tucked into verses 11-12. What will happen to those who do not come to 
God through repentance? 
 
Read: Matthew 3:13-17 with Hebrews 2:17-18 
- What reason does John give for preventing Jesus to be baptized? 
- How does Jesus respond? 
- And finally, how does the Father and the Holy Spirit respond to the beloved Son’s 
submission? 
 

Application 
John challenged the Pharisees and Sadducees to “...bear fruit in keeping with repentance.” 
What should the fruit of repentance look like in the life of a believer today? Examples?  

During the week:
 

Personal Study: 

1 Peter 3:21-22; Romans 6:1-4; 2 Corinthians 5:20-21 and 1 John 1:5-10 
 
With your children: 
This week we looked at John the Baptist. He prepared the way for Jesus by telling the people 
to repent. Repentance means a change of direction. It means turning away from what we know 
to be wrong and turning to God. 

 
Object Lesson from SundayChildren’s Focus 
Show the children an empty glass representing our lives. Then place it upside down on the 
counter. Show the children a container of smarties or perhaps some delicious looking drink. 
This container represents the good things God has for us as his children. Pour the contents 
onto the glass that is turned upside down and watch it spill. Then turn the glass towards the 
container in order to be filled up. Repentance is about turning away from sin and turning to 
God. When we are turning to God we can receive all that he has for us. 

With your teens: 

Based on John’s remarks, it seems the crowd was pointing to their relationship with Abraham 
as a means of righteousness. They thought being descendants of Abraham gave them a free 
pass. What’s wrong with playing by those rules? Have you ever put your trust in your family or 
in your participation in the teen ministry rather than in your repentance? What would John say 
about that strategy? What needs to happen instead?  

How will John know that people in this crowd have repented? How will you and I know that you 
have repented?   

 


